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CAP-de-la-MADELEINE, QC — The papal visit statue procession began at the Canadian National Marian Shrine in Cap-de-
la-Madeleine, Que., on June 22. The
tour organizers hope the Marian
Devotional Movement’s prayerful Papal
Visit Pilgrim Statue Procession will
bless Pope Francis’ mission of healing
and reconciliation with Canada’s
Indigenous peoples. Story page 6.
(Photo courtesy the Marian Devotional
Movement)

MONCTON — Recently youth, chaperones and clergy from the Diocese of Saint John and the Archdiocese of Moncton
boarded a bus for the first in-person Steubenville Atlantic Conference since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic over two
years ago. The conference was held at Dalhousie University in Halifax. Story page 12. (Joel Mercer photo)

ST. JACOB, ON — (Photo left) Canadian
artist Timothy Schmalz has unveiled
his latest work, Mary, Untier of Knots,
left, in time for Pope Francis’ visit to
Canada later this month. Story page 3.
(Courtesy of Timothy Schmalz)
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New FreemanThe
Papal apology expected July 25
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

If Pope Francis is going to broaden or
deepen the apology he offered April 1 in Rome,
then it’s going to happen at Maskwacis, 70
kilometres south of Edmonton, site of one of
the largest Indian residential schools in Canada.

“His principle statement would take place
at Maskwacis,” Edmonton Archbishop Rich-
ard Smith told media on a Zoom call June 23,
after the Vatican had released the official itin-
erary for the papal visit.

Pope Francis is scheduled to meet Indig-
enous people at Maskwacis July 25 — his
first full day in Canada. The meeting will be
followed by a formal address.

Gilda Soosay, chair of the Our Lady of
Seven Sorrows parish council in Maskwacis
and a member of the Samson Cree Nation,
has no doubt the pope’s apology will be deep,
broad and historic.

“It’s a step forward on the path of healing
for the Indigenous people,” she said. “For my-
self as an intergenerational survivor, it’s hope-
ful. We have to look forward to what’s com-
ing for our future, for our grandchildren and
the children coming after that.”

The Ermineskin Indian Residential School
was begun as early as 1877 by Oblate mis-
sionaries. It didn’t become a full-fledged, gov-
ernment-funded residential school until 1911.
The Oblates turned over ownership of the
school to the government in 1955, but con-
tinued to teach at and manage the school until
1969. The school closed in 1973.

National Indigenous organizations and a con-
sensus among Indigenous people from coast
to coast have all called on Pope Francis to
address the Doctrine of Discovery while in
Canada and to apologize on behalf of the whole
Church, not just individual members.

Archbishop Smith has no doubt that Pope
Francis is speaking for the whole Church
when he apologizes to Indigenous peoples.
But further details about the content of Pope
Francis’ three major addresses and four homi-
lies scheduled over the five-day trip, July 24
to 29, will have to wait for the actual event,
Archbishop Smith said.

“What his final words will be — we all have
to wait to hear what those words are,” he said.

The most important thing to remember
about the Pope’s journey is that he comes as
a pilgrim pope leading a pilgrim Church, said
Lac Ste. Anne Pilgrimage spiritual director,
Father Garry LaBoucane. Fr. LaBoucane is
Metis and grew up near Lac Ste. Anne. He

began a new appointment as pastor at Seven
Sorrows in Maskwacis July 1.

“The Holy Father leads us in healing and
reconciliation,” Fr. LaBoucane said. “That’s
really an image and a model for all of us to
undertake and follow.”

In Edmonton, where Pope Francis will visit
and bless Sacred Heart Church of the First
Peoples, he’s going to see a parish that does
the sort of field hospital ministry he has ad-
vocated during his pontificate.

“We serve not only the Indigenous people,
but the people who are downtrodden, don’t
have no homes, live on the streets. We serve
them on a daily basis here,” said Sacred Heart
elder Fernie Marty.

Mr. Marty said he was “excited and nerv-
ous” about the prospect of meeting Pope
Francis.

“We have a unique history happening here.
It’s important to myself, for my own per-
sonal healing to continue,” he said. “I’m grate-
ful that the pope has chosen Sacred Heart to
come and visit.”

For the Missionary Oblates of Mary Im-
maculate who ran the vast majority of Catho-
lic residential schools scattered across West-
ern Canada, that Pope Francis will be present
at a residential school site is of great impor-
tance, said OMI Lacombe Province provin-
cial superior Father Ken Thorson.

“The Holy Father will have the opportunity
to witness and respond to the tragic residen-
tial school legacy, and the intergenerational
trauma and suffering caused by those who
lived and worked in the schools,” Fr. Thorson
said in an email.

Fr. Thorson also pointed to the significance
of Pope Francis’ appearance as a pilgrim at
Lac Ste. Anne.

“We feel it is particularly significant that
Pope Francis is set to visit Lac Ste. Anne,
where the Oblates first apologized for our role
in the residential school system, more than
30 years ago,” he said.

While speculation about just what will hap-
pen while Pope Francis is in Canada is inevi-
table, the most important thing may be that it
will happen.

“We are glad to see the Vatican and the
CCCB [Canadian Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops] reaffirm their commitments,” the Metis
National Council said in an email.

That the pope’s public commitment to visit
Indigenous people in Canada has been con-
firmed with an hour-by-hour itinerary is a
measure of how important this trip is to Pope

(continued on page 3)
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(continued from page 2)
Francis, Archbishop Smith said.

“This is clearly something he wants to do.
He’s determined to do it,” Archbishop Smith
said.

But Archbishop Smith cautioned that noth-
ing that happens on the papal visit will in-
stantly, automatically or finally resolve a trou-
bled history.

“The pope’s visit to Canada will be an im-
portant step, although one step among many
in this ongoing journey of healing and recon-
ciliation between the Church and Indigenous
peoples,” he said. “It’s also one moment... in
the broader context of the entire desire of the
Canadian population to move this forward, to
move ahead in healing and reconciliation
among all of us.”§

Prolific artist’s latest piece commissioned for papal journey to Canada
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

ST. JACOB, ON — Originally, Timothy
Schmalz did not intend his latest creation,
Mary, Untier of Knots, to be his artistic muse
to symbolically represent the ongoing truth
and reconciliation efforts in Canada.

That, he thought, was a sculpture entitled

Residential School that he sculpted nearly a
year ago. The 14-desk rendering is of a tradi-
tional residential school classroom with a lit-
tle girl sitting at one of the desks with the side
of her head pressed into the desk, signifying
the solitary and sorrowful experience many
Indigenous students internalized while attend-
ing these institutions. She carries a feather in

her hand, symbolizing her ancestry and cul-
ture.

While he appreciated the opportunity to con-
struct this “haunting piece,” Mr. Schmalz said
a more hopeful sculpture was befitting of this
historic occasion.

“I wanted it to be equally about Pope
Francis, as well as the reason why he is com-
ing here,” said Mr. Schmalz. “Believe it or

not, nothing suited this event or moment more
than his devotion to Mary, Untier of Knots. I
felt that was absolutely fantastic because there
you have his favourite devotion of Mary be-
ing put into action and he is in action.”

The St. Jacob’s, Ontario, artist is perhaps
best known for his Homeless Jesus and An-
gels Unawares, both of which are on display
in Rome and other locales around the world.
He recently finalized the sculpture he was
commissioned to create for the upcoming visit
of Pope Francis to Canada later this month
(the pope will visit Edmonton, Quebec City
and Iqualuit and is expected to apologize for
the Church’s role in past wrongs done to
Canada’s Indigenous peoples). Details are yet
to be finalized about how his work will be
unveiled during the Alberta leg of the papal
visit.

Mary, Untier of Knots (or Mary Undoer of
Knots), a tribute to the Baroque painting and
Marian devotion, will have a permanent home
afterwards at the Skaro Shrine to the Blessed
Virgin Mary, an hour northeast of Edmonton.

Mr. Schmalz shared his thoughts about how
he hopes Canada’s Indigenous communities
receive his work.

“This sculpture is approaching the prob-

lems of the world historically and today face-
to-face. The first thing we must do is recog-
nize these problems. To have the sculpture of
the world wrapped up in knots is a visual ac-
knowledgement through symbolism. The resi-
dential school past can be interpreted as a
knot,” he said.

“But it is surrounded by hope too. The world
is tangled up in knots, but you have two an-
gels and the symbolism of Catholicism in a
sense, Mary, with a brooding face trying to
remove these problems. The Indigenous
problem is here. This sculpture boldly faces
it. It’s not cookies and cream. It’s not sugar
coated. It puts it front and centre.”

Mr. Schmalz’s latest work actually features
knotted ribbons that can be untied. The plan
is for Pope Francis to untie one of these knots
as he appears with the statue. When it is on
display at Skaro, visitors can come to this
holy site and interactively untie a knot them-
selves as a prayer for God to heal the world
and to ease the burden and strife in that indi-
vidual’s life.

The ribbon streams out of the globe and
hands of the two angels — Tobias and Raphael
— bowing down to Mary, the Mother of God.
A dove, a symbol of peace, appears over the
halo of Mary to signify the Holy Spirit. A ser-
pent is also shown being crushed beneath her
feet. Schmalz chose the globe as he knows
Pope Francis views unity and peace as a key
global mission.

One of the most striking features of Mr.
Schmalz’s work is the resolute facial expres-
sion of Mary as she works to undo a knot,
which is clay in this case.

“Unlike many of the Mary statues and ar-
tistic works throughout the century, she
doesn’t have that photo-ready smile,” said
Mr. Schmalz. “There is a tension there. She
is intent on removing these knots. When I
was working on this piece I did not want a
syrupy, smiley Mary. I wanted feminine, but
also involved and concerned. The look on her
face shows she is giving an intense effort to
untie these knots all around us and our globe.”

Ultimately, Mr. Schmalz would hope when-
ever Indigenous peoples see this sculpture
they think about how Pope Francis, particu-
larly at this time when he has trouble moving
and is cancelling events due to health issues,
“had the authentic concern to be here.” Also,
that this trip is not “a whim” but a journey
“reflecting the hard-core values of this Pope.”

Mr. Schmalz said he intends to be on hand
at the unveiling, but purely as a spectator to
witness history. §

ST. JACOB, ON — Canadian artist Timothy Schmalz puts some finishing touches on
his latest work, Mary, Untier of Knots. (Courtesy of Timothy Schmalz)

Papal apology
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Church: a sacramental community
of Jesus the Christ
Week of July 3rd, 14th  Sunday in Ordinary Time

Prophets: Throughout the Old Testament these figures are the voice
of God in the midst of God’s People, a sign or sacrament of God’s
continual loving presence for Israel. That loving presence continues
into the New Testament in the sacrament or sign that is the Church.
In the community of disciples that gathers as church, we see how
what is referred to as “sacramentality” reveals God’s constant active
presence in humanity.

Sacramentality lies at the base of our Catholic tradition and prac-
tice. Through it, we identify who we are.  Its origins rest in the very
beginning of creation and life. The Genesis story of Creation opens
with the breath (Spirit) of God sweeping over the “formless void”.
(Gen.1:1-2). All life reveals the life-giving love of God. At the centre
of our New Testament lie the wonders of the Incarnation — “God so
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. (John 3:16)”
Jesus the Christ is the sacrament of God among us, bringing the
active presence of God among humanity.

It is no small thing that Jesus surrounded himself with a group of
disciples, and with them sought to share good news with crowds of
people. After his death and resurrection, as the Risen One, he ap-
peared most often to groups of disciples. It was when they gathered
to share the faith they had in this Jesus that this community of Jesus’s
friends had their hearts opened and were able to “see” that he was
risen and remained among them.

These gatherings of the first disciples were the beginnings of what
we call “church”. The disciples as they gathered formed the sacra-
ment of Jesus the Christ. The Book of the Acts in the New Testament
tells the story of our emergence and awareness of who we are, the
sacrament of Jesus continuing among us all, even now. The Pente-
cost event tells the story of our beginnings as the Spirit or the breath
of God is poured out upon the community of disciples. As church we
are touched by this life-giving Spirit.

It is also no small thing that where we are most aware of our faith

as disciples of Jesus is when we join
together to share our stories, and
around the Eucharistic table, break
bread and share the cup. Our faith is
about the Risen Jesus, not just in “me”,
but in all of us. This is the whole point
of our tradition and practice of the sac-
raments. Through them we are truly a community of disciples, a church.

Our Eucharistic gathering is our central sacrament. The other sac-
raments of our tradition flow from the actions of a Eucharistic com-
munity of disciples who recognize the Spirit of Jesus the Christ active
in our midst. Thus, gathering at the Table of the Eucharist as church,
we discover that we take on the mission of Jesus ourselves — to
share Good News. As Jesus came to build the reign of God among
us, so we build that reign in the place and time in which we live.

Luke captures this in his telling of the good news. Fundamentally it
is a message and task of building peace as an expression of God’s
loving dream for all creation. It is to the broken and the suffering, to
the sick and wounded, the poor and lost, oppressed and forgotten
we go as church declaring as Luke expresses it: “The Kingdom of
God has come near to you (Luke 10:9).

As a Eucharistic community we are the sacrament of Jesus. He
spoke to crowds of people. He gathered a community of disciples. He
acted to heal and reconcile relationships. So often he sought to in-
clude all, to liberate all, to bring back those who found themselves
isolated and left out. Jesus revealed an openness to all, especially the
lost, the wounded, the poor and the excluded.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

‘We are called to mission through baptism’ says the bishop
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On the 13th and 14th Sundays of Ordinary Time
[June 26 and July 3, resepctively], Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, of
the Diocese of Saint John, spoke to the congregation at the Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception in Saint John about the common call
to mission through baptism.

He began on June 26, 2022, reminding people that, “Jesus does not
just want a half-hearted commitment from us, and to follow him only
when it suits us or when it’s convenient for us…we are called to
holiness whatever our state in life may be. Every day God invites us
to be all he created us to be.”

Bishop Riesbeck said that a joyful witness is crucial to an authentic
testimony of Jesus, and that fruits of this joy will be evident

 “Some people falsely believe that if you want to be holy, you are
not allowed to enjoy life or that you have to run away or hide from the
world. Others think you have to be in church on your knees praying
most of the time, or that you have to be serious and pious, and you
can’t smile or have fun or enjoy yourself at all,” he said. “Holiness

actually brings us life. Those who respond to God’s call to holiness
are some of the most joyful people in history, even in the midst of
suffering.”

Bishop Riesbeck noted the important role of the family, saying that
“families are the bedrock of our Church and our society. More than
ever, families need to be encouraged and supported as they strive to
live out their vocation and mission as domestic churches, witnessing
to God’s love for his people, and building up the Church for the
Kingdom of God.”

On July 3, 2022, the bishop turned his attention to the role of the
laity, saying that “by virtue of your baptism, you are called to be a
people of prayer, a people of mission, a people who care about one
another and the world in which we live…and your participation is so
crucial that in fact that the Catechism of the Catholic Church says,
‘for the most part, the apostolate of pastors cannot be fully effective
without it’.”

Preaching on the Gospel of Matthew, the harvest is plentiful but the
labourers are few, Bishop Riesbeck continued, “There are still billions
of people who have not heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ proclaimed

(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Week of July 4th

Our fellow believers — friends not foes
Denominational identity in me runs deep. Born, baptized, and raised

a Roman Catholic, Roman Catholicism is my second nature, like a
brand on my skin. I have no regrets about the congenital grip this has
on me, even though now I think of it more as a foundation than as an
endpoint in my faith journey.

The Roman Catholicism in which I was raised inserted me into the
mystery of Christ — Jesus, the church, the sacraments, the Sermon
on the Mount. For this, I couldn’t be more grateful.  It also taught me
to be slow in judging anyone. However, it also taught me (with some
allowances for Protestants) that basically only Roman Catholics would
go to heaven, that the Roman Catholic Eucharist is the only one that
yields the full “real presence”, and that Roman Catholicism is the only
fully authentic way of being Christian. Moreover, non-Christians (those
not baptized) could not go to heaven, except by grave exception.
Only later did I learned that a number of other Christian denomina-
tions and world religions returned the favour and saw Roman Ca-
tholicism as deviant.

Things have changed for me and for many others. I am still unwa-
veringly a Roman Catholic, but now I am living out my faith and my
Roman Catholicism in communion with Anglicans, Episcopalians,
Protestants, Evangelicals, Jewish believers, and Muslims, all of whom
are now cherished faith companions for me. At this stage of my life,
I appreciate very deeply the truth (that Ephesians affirms) that ulti-
mately there is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God who is
Father of all, especially as I come more and more to appreciate that
all of us who share this one God also share the same heartaches.

Several years ago, I met with a group of Divinity students at Yale
University. The students came from a variety of Christian backgrounds
and denominations, but shared a common goal; all were training for
some kind of ministry, lay or ordained, in their particular denomina-
tion. It was an open discussion where they asked me questions. Two
questions dominated the discussion. The first was a practical one,
“How do you get a job in the church?” The second pertained to our
topic. A number of the students asked this question, “Can I belong to
more than one denomination at the same time? Can I be an Evangeli-
cal and Roman Catholic at the same time? Can I be at one and the

same time a Protestant Evangelical Ro-
man Catholic if I value aspects of all three
faith traditions?”

I was without hard answers and their
questions left me with my own questions which I am encountering
daily in the school where I teach. The Oblate School of Theology
where I teach has a PhD program in spirituality that draws students
from a variety of Christian denominations. These students are to-
gether in the same classes, the same dining halls, and the same social
circles for the years they are studying here, all within a Roman Catho-
lic institution. Very quickly, in months rather than years, as they study,
pray, socialize, and share with each other their common ideals and
struggles, denominational issues basically disappear. Nobody quite
cares what denomination anyone else belongs to anymore. Not that
they make light of it and that there is some generic melting down of
the various denominational identities. That hasn’t been happening.
The opposite - in the ten years we have had this program, not a single
student has converted to another denomination.

However, their view of other denominations and of their own de-
nomination has changed; in essence, it has been enlarged. There is a
universal respect for each other’s denominations, and more than that.
As these students focus on spirituality, they find that this can take
them to a place where each can be affectively supportive of other
denominations, even while more deeply valuing his or her own.

The deep lesson is this: there is a fellowship and an intimacy in faith
that we can have with each other, and an affective support we can
give each other that lies beyond our denominational differences. By
studying together and sharing a common faith (one that lies beyond
denominational differences) we are realizing that what is common to
us is infinitely greater (and more important) than what separates us.
We are also realizing that we all have the same heartaches.

Moreover, this isn’t just a rarified experience happening in some
divinity schools. More and more, this is becoming the common Chris-
tian experience.

So why the continued suspicion of each other? Why are we de-
fending more our own denominational specificity than proactively
moving towards embracing each other in a common faith, especially
since this can be done without threatening our own denominations
and separate ecclesiologies?

The invitation here is not to move towards an uncritical syncre-
tism that blinds itself to genuine denominational differences, but
rather to begin more and more to embrace all of our brothers and
sisters in the faith, and not just our own kind.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

(continued from page 4)
to them. The scope of this work is enormous when we consider that
we are living in a post-Christendom world which is becoming in-
creasingly secularized and de-Christianized…there are so many peo-
ple today who have never experienced God’s love for them in a per-
sonal way, so many people who are ignorant that God is crazy about
them and wants a personal relationship with them.”

Bishop Riesbeck concluded by encouraging people to take heart
and trust in the Lord’s timing and the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

“We are not going to transform the world overnight; it takes time
for the harvest to be gathered in. Let’s not ever forget that God is in
control, he’s in the driver’s seat,” he said. “But he also invites each
one of us to help him in his mission of salvation. Let’s ask the Lord to
really fill us to the brim with the Holy Spirit so that we would be
strengthened for the mission.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

We are called to mission
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What defines a Christian
— who we are?
Week of July 10th, 15th  Sunday in Ordinary Time

Definitions are convenient. The Concise Oxford Dictionary has a
definition of a Christian — [Someone] believing in or professing or be-
longing to or in harmony with the Christian religion. But is that all we are?
Are we not more than this? The Gospels challenge us to see more.

In the Gospel of Luke we hear the parable of the “Good Samaritan”
(Luke 10:25-37). It is one of those gospel stories that we could almost tell
by heart. Jesus tells the story of an exchange with a lawyer (an expert in
Israelite religious law) who asks Jesus: “What must I do to inherit eternal
life?” Jesus responds: “What’s written in the law?” The lawyer offers the
two-fold commandment of love, for God and for neighbour. Jesus indi-
cates, this is correct. Then comes the challenge from the lawyer: “And
who is my neighbour?” To that, Jesus responds with the story of the
“Good Samaritan”.

A man was on a journey. On the way he encountered some thieves who
beat and robbed him, “leaving him half dead” by the side of the road.
Several persons walked on by including a priest and a Levite, persons
central to the religious practice and rituals of Israel. These two “passed by
on the other side”. This comment is important for it reveals that they
feared touching a bleeding or dead person as it would make them ritually
unclean. For them, to do so would be to break their religious ritual laws.

Finally, a Samaritan came along. He did not pass by but instead showed
observance of the ultimate law — mercy, compassion and care. Not only
this, he made provision for the wounded man’s continuing care.

It is no small thing that as Jesus tells the story of the man beaten up on
the road, those who followed the ritual law meticulously, “passed by”. It
was the Samaritan, an unbeliever and an outcast to Israelites, who stopped
and using all his resources, offered compassion and care.

Jesus’s mission is one of mercy — for all, by all. That is the message of
the Kingdom of God. No one is excluded from this mercy, for God’s
loves all, unconditionally. We are facing a world that seems bent on build-

ing walls and boundaries, national, cul-
tural, religious. The root of this lies in
fear of “the other”, the one who is dif-
ferent from us.

“Jesus Christ is the face of God’s
mercy.” As his disciples, we are called
to be the face of Jesus, revealing God’s love and mercy. There are no
walls or boundaries in this. In a world confronted by hatred and violence,
division and war, is this a better definition of a disciple of Jesus?

Compassion and care know no boundaries, no borders. This is the
ultimate law for all humanity. It lies at the core of living as a disciple of
Jesus. Pope Francis captured this image of what it means to be disciples
of Jesus, Christians, when he promulgated his Encyclical Letter Fratelli
tutti in October 2020.

Francis began by referring to St. Francis of Assisi (1182-1226).  “Fratelli
tutti”. With these words, [He] addressed his brothers and sisters and pro-
posed to them a way of life marked by the flavour of the Gospel. Of the
counsels Francis offered, I would like to select the one in which he calls
for a love that transcends the barriers of geography and distance, and
declares blessed all those who love their brothers “as much when he is far
away from him as when he is with him”…. St. Francis expressed the
essence of a fraternal openness that allow us to acknowledge, appreciate
and love each person, regardless of physical proximity, regardless of where
he or she was born or lives. (Fratelli tutti 1)

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John and
St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings with
the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He can be
reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Marian movement launches papal visit procession
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

Dennis Girard hopes the Marian Devotional Movement’s prayerful
Papal Visit Pilgrim Statue Procession — and a 54-day Novena launched
May 31 — will bless Pope Francis’ mission of healing and reconcili-
ation with Canada’s Indigenous peoples.

Mr. Girard, co-founder of the Marian Devotional Movement (MDM),
credits the power of prayer for manifesting successful, restriction-
free Our Lady of the Cape Pilgrim Statue tours in Eastern, Central
and Western Canada (still ongoing) in recent months.

“We are calling on all the saints and the blessed in Canada to have
Our Lady of the Cape, Queen of Intercessors, to intercede on our
behalf for continued reconciliation and healing for all peoples who
dwell in this land,” he said. “And for wisdom, health and strength for
our Holy Father Pope Francis. Finally, we’re praying for the success
of the papal procession.”

The 10-destination shrine tour appropriately began at the home of
Our Lady of the Cape, Canada’s National Marian Shrine in Cap-de-la-
Madeleine, Que., on June 22.

As of July 6, Our Lady of the Cape has also visited Assumption
Cathedral in Trois-Rivières and Notre Dame Cathedral in Ottawa.

Mr. Girard said he is excited that he and his wife, Angelina, will be

present at every destination along this journey. The open-air mass in
Edmonton, expected to draw over 65,000 attendees, will be particu-
larly special. He said it is fitting for Our Lady of the Cape to grace this
historic occasion.

“I think because the story of Our Lady of the Cape is one of hope,
unity, family and confraternity, we are just really pleased that she will
be the image representing Mary at the Papal Mass on the world stage.
We need her message of attaining increased unification through prayer
throughout the world.”

All stops along this procession will follow the same itinerary. Com-
munal Holy Rosary begins the proceedings before the celebration of
Mass. Following Mass, roses are blessed in honour of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, followed by recitation of a Marian consecration prayer.
The blessed rose petals will be distributed to the attendees and each
participant will be invited to place their intentions into “Mary’s Ark,”
which will be transported to the Papal Mass in Edmonton during Pope
Francis’ tour of Canada July 24-29.

The tour will also visit the Ontario cities of Peterborough July 12, Mid-
land July 14, Sudbury July 15 and Thunder Bay July 18, before moving
on to Winnipeg July 20 and Saskatoon July 22 before the Papal Mass at
Edmonton’s Commonwealth Stadium July 26.

For more information about the procession and the history of Our Lady
of the Cape, visit visitationproject.org/collections/papal-visit-procession.§
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Coping with our own souls
Week of July 11th

We have many photographs of Therese of Lisieux. Her sister Celine
loved using a camera and took many photos of Therese, but there’s
an interesting thing to note in those photos. The British Carmelite
Ruth Burrows once did a study of those photos and commented that
in all of them, Therese is always somehow alone, by herself, even
when in a group photo.

Here’s the anomaly. Therese was a warm, friendly person with
good social skills, who was loved by many. Yet in almost all the pho-
tographs of her, even when she is pictured together with family mem-
bers whom she loved deeply, there is always a certain loneliness, an
aloneness, that’s evident. However, the loneliness she exhibits there is
not the aloneness of someone at odds with family and community,
but a certain distance of soul, something that might be termed moral
loneliness. What is this? Can our souls be lonely even while we are
bathed in friendship, love, and family?

Yes, that’s true for all of us, was true for Therese of Lisieux, and
was true for Jesus.

Looking at the Gospel narratives that describe Jesus’ passion and
death, we see that what they emphasize is not Jesus’ physical suffer-
ing. While those sufferings must have been horrific, the gospels never
dwell on them. What they highlight is Jesus’ emotional suffering, his
aloneness, his loneliness of soul as he endured his suffering and death.
They point out how, in his neediest hour, while alone, abandoned,
betrayed, misunderstood, humiliated, and in effect unanimity-minus-
one, he was suffering more in soul than in body.

Luke’s Gospel tells us that his agony took place in a garden. This
too is revealing. Jesus had agonies elsewhere, in the temple, in the
desert, and in his hometown, but his most searing one took place in a

garden. Why a garden? As we
know, in archetypal literature, gar-
dens are not for growing vegeta-
bles, but for delight. The arche-
typal garden is the mythical place
of delight, where lovers meet,
where friends drink wine together,
and where Adam and Eve were
naked, innocent, and didn’t know
it. The Jesus who sweats blood
in the garden of Gethsemane is not
Jesus the Teacher, Jesus the Ma-
gus, Jesus the Healer, or Jesus the

Miracle-worker. In the garden, he is Je-
sus the Lover, the one who delights in love
and who suffers in love — and it’s to this
garden of suffering, intimacy, and delight
to which he calls us.

The gospels emphasize that what Jesus
suffered most deeply in his crucifixion was not the pain of being
scourged and having nails driven through his hands, but a deep lone-
liness of soul that dwarfs even the most intense physical pain. Jesus
wasn’t a physical athlete, but a moral one, doing battle in the arena
with soul.

What’s moral loneliness?
I first encountered this term in the writings of Robert Coles, who

used it to describe Simone Weil. What it suggests is that inside each
of us there’s a deep place, a virginal centre, where all that’s tender,
sacred, cherished, and precious is held and guarded. It’s there that
we are most genuinely ourselves, most genuinely sincere, most genu-
inely innocent. It’s where we unconsciously remember that once,
long before consciousness, we were caressed by hands far gentler
than our own. It’s where we still sense the primordial kiss of God.

In this place, more than any other, we fear harshness, disrespect,
being shamed, ridiculed, violated, lied to. In this place we are deeply
vulnerable and so we are scrupulously careful as to whom we admit
into this space, even as our deepest longing is precisely for someone
to share that place with us. More than we yearn for someone to sleep
with sexually, we yearn for someone to sleep with there, morally, a
soul-mate. Our deepest yearning is for moral consummation.

But this isn’t easy to find. Rare is the perfect moral partner, even
inside of a good marriage or friendship. And so we perennially face a
double temptation: Resolve the tension by settling for certain com-
pensations, tonics, that help us make it through the night or, perhaps
worse, because the pain is too much to live with, giving ourselves
over to bitterness, anger, and cynicism, thus denigrating the great
dream. Either way, we sell ourselves short and settle for second best.

What’s to be learned from Jesus’ struggle with moral loneliness?
This: he refused both the road of compensatory tonics and that of
soul-hardening cynicism. He stayed the course and carried the ten-
sion to term.

Our own moral loneliness can be tyrannical. However, that’s not a
license or invitation to begin jettisoning commitments, responsibili-
ties, morals, and whatever else it takes to try to find that elusive soulmate
for whom we yearn so deeply. What Jesus (and persons like Therese of
Lisieux and Simone Weil) model is how to carry that tension ideally, how
to carry our solitude at a high level, and how to resist, no matter the pain,
calling second-best by any other name than second-best.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §
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A ‘persecution engine’ is causing us to self-censor our faith: report
By TERRY O'NEILL
The B.C. Catholic

While she was executive director of the
pro-life group Vancouver’s Life Community,
Annabelle Chong heard many stories from
faithful Catholics who had to be cautious what
they said in the workplace when hot-button
subjects like abortion, same-sex marriage, and
transgender rights came up for discussion
around the coffee machine or lunchroom.

Controversial issues on which the Church
maintains counter-cultural positions “defi-
nitely bring more heated discussion, and you
do have to play it safe,” Ms. Chong said in an
interview. “You have to be more careful in
the workplace. You want to pick your battles

... and if you need to avoid controversial is-
sues, then do so if you think your job is at
stake.”

Such self-censorship by Catholic workers
is “definitely not fair,” she admits, because
fellow workers holding politically acceptable
liberal “woke” views are usually free to es-
pouse them at will.

Self-censorship can be seen as a manifes-
tation of cancel culture, and it’s more than
just a minor workplace irritant, say the au-
thors of a major international report on the
anti-Christian “chilling effect” that’s rolling
across modern Western society.

In fact, they say secular intolerance repre-
sents a “persecution engine” that is both per-
nicious and dangerous to religious freedom.

Hate crimes, including the wildfire of anti-
Catholic arson and vandalism that swept
across Canada last summer (see story be-
low), may be the latest, most visible mani-
festation of anti-Christian bias, but just as
threatening is the rendering as unacceptable

any expression of traditional Christian teach-
ing on fundamental life issues.

Religious persecution is often thought of
as “people who are jailed or facing criminal
charges, or even facing death for their faith,”
Canadian academic Janet Epp-Buckingham
said during an on-line conference with the
Vienna-based Observatory of Intolerance and
Discrimination against Christians, one of three
groups that published the study’s findings.

“But in secular countries there is this ‘death
by a thousand cuts’” consisting of “numer-
ous smaller matters adding up to the larger
issue of feeling under pressure for your faith
and thereby having this chilling effect that ‘I
can’t say anything about my faith.’”

Ms. Epp-Buckingham, a professor at Trin-
ity Western University in Langley, B.C. and
director of the Laurentian Leadership Centre
in Ottawa, said in a later interview with The
B.C. Catholic that while the report on self-
censorship centred on case studies in France,
Germany, Columbia, and Mexico, there has
been a clear narrowing of acceptable public
discourse in Canada, with the result that
Christians here are being forced to self-cen-
sor.

“Christians are afraid to express their views
on social media for fear of repercussions at
work or in their social circles,” said Ms. Epp-
Buckingham, who is also executive editor of
the International Journal for Religious Free-
dom.

“Christians are regularly advised to keep any
church affiliation off their resume or LinkedIn
as it might hurt their career. There seems to
be a widespread view that religion should be
a private matter and kept to oneself.”

Such privatization of religion creates a prob-
lem because it severs important aspects of
Christians’ faith from their lives, telling be-
lievers “their faith is shameful and should be
hidden,” Ms. Epp-Buckingham said.

“It keeps people from being full participants
in [the Canadian] community” because Chris-
tians “cannot be part of public discourse on
important issues of the day. We have a soci-
ety that says that it values diversity and inclu-
sion, so it should be including people of faith.”

The chilling effect could have even more
serious effects, said Madeleine Enzlberger, ex-
ecutive director of the Observatory of Intol-
erance and Discrimination against Christians.

“One of the most worrying and tragic find-
ings of this report is that [it finds] if the social
costs to follow your belief and to express it
become too high, people will ultimately aban-
don their belief,” Ms. Enzlberger told the con-

ference. “And it is especially younger and un-
educated people whose faith is at risk here.”

The report Perceptions on Self-Censorship:
Confirming and Understanding the ‘Chilling
Effect’ was published by the International
Institute for Religious Freedom, the Observa-
tory of Religious Freedom in Latin America,
and the Observatory on Intolerance and Dis-
crimination Against Christians in Europe. Re-
searchers conducted extensive interviews to
reach their conclusions and chose the four
subject countries because they all have an
“advanced degree of secularization.”

They found secularization has narrowed the
corridor of socially acceptable discourse, in
turn producing a chilling effect on opinions
outside of that corridor and ultimately pre-

cipitating extensive Christian self-censorship.
The phenomenon is most noticeable in online
social forums.

“It’s not about strict legal cases or perse-
cution even,” said German sociologist
Friederike Boellmann, one of the report’s three
authors, “but every person that I interviewed
noticed a change in the climate or a narrow-
ing of the opinion corridor.”

One surprise from the German research
was that universities were the most hostile
environment. “And the largest extent of self-
censorship I found in my research [was] in
the academic realm,” said Ms. Boellmann.

German interviewees told researchers that
a major problem is the influence of mass me-
dia, which oversimplify and sensationalize
news to such an extent that it “destroys a
functioning debate culture, evokes personal
offence, and makes ‘media victims’ careful

(continued on page 9)

Annabelle Chong

Madeleine Enzlberger



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.July 15 & 22, 2022 Page 9

(continued from page 8)
to avoid more trouble.”

Some interviewees said the nature of pub-
lic debate “has worsened to the point that
people are forever excluded from debates, lose
their professional credibility, are not invited
anymore and — not to be underestimated —
[are thought to] become dangers to other
people that are seen in contact with them.”

In Mexico and Colombia, researchers con-
cluded that an important consequence of the
chilling effect “is not only that persons are
limited in their exercise of religion or in their
right to manifest their convictions, but also
that these violations to the right to religious
freedom can cause the disappearance of reli-
gion in a given context.”

In France, they heard that “in contempo-
rary society, virtually all topics are being dis-
cussed publicly, with one exception: conserva-
tive Christian voices are either ridiculed or ig-
nored.”

The research found that Catholics tend to
self-censor more than other Christians. “Ap-

parently, the biblical training received by the
Evangelical sector is more profound and this
influences the capacity of its members to
speak without fear about the Christian faith
or about topics related to life, marriage, and
family from a Christian perspective,” the re-
port states.

While the researchers did not study the self-
censorship problem in Canada, Trinity West-
ern political-science professor Paul Rowe told
the conference this country’s political climate
has clearly had a chilling effect on Christians.

Mr. Rowe said the Liberal Party of Canada
has been responsible for mobilizing the elec-
torate along anti-religious lines, with the re-
sult that “Canada is far ahead of many other
states when it comes to chilling Christian dis-
course.”

In an interview later he said, “The Liberal
Party has long seen conservative Christians
to be a soft target within the wider conserva-
tive movement. I recall a time when the de-
bate over same-sex marriage was ramping up
back in January 2005 and Liberal cabinet min-

ister Pierre Pettigrew publicly stated that in
this case the Roman Catholic Church should
‘butt out.’

“Since that time, it has become clear that
certain views are not acceptable within the
Liberal Party’s ranks, and more to the point,
they will run directly counter to them in an
effort to pillory so-called social conserva-
tives.”

Whether or not Christians feel they can pub-
licize their beliefs, there are “clear reasons that
they need to remain quiet about them if they
wish to gain access to public funding,” Rowe
said, citing such examples as the Canada Sum-
mer Jobs program and pro-life organizations’
charitable status.

Moreover, he said, “the breadth of applica-
tion of [Parliament’s] conversion-therapy ban
also leaves many religious people uncertain
whether they can affirm conservative religious
views on sexuality without fear of prosecu-
tion, whether or not they formally engage in
trying to persuade someone to diverge from
their chosen sexual preferences.”

Mr. Rowe said each of these policies has
had a chilling effect not only on Christians
but also on people of other religious commu-
nities and even some of no religion at all.

“Canada’s founders sought to downplay the
natural religious polarization of this country
between Protestants and Catholics in order
to maintain our people’s unity,” he said.

“The instrumental use of religion as a wedge
to pry apart Canadian society is dangerous. It
signals that there is a minority which neither
fully belongs in our society, nor should it en-
joy the full privileges of citizenship.”

If people of faith are unable to express their
opinions, they can’t fully participate in na-
tional debates and “our public life will be im-
poverished.”

B.C. educator Peter Nation, coordinator of
Catholic Voices Canada, calls Canada one of
the most authoritarian countries when it
comes to political secularism and
anticlericalism. “And it’s not just in the politi-
cal and religious spheres that we [have to be]
careful of what we say, but throughout all
the cultural institutions of the West – schools,
universities, businesses, media, sports, the
law,” he said in an interview.

Mr. Nation, who gives presentations to
Catholics about effective ways to respond to
“woke” ideology, said the international study
makes a valuable point: that many people are
not even aware they are self-censoring.

Canadians in general and those on the West
(continued on page 13)

A ‘persecution engine’ is causing us to self-censor our faith: report
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Four St. John's parishes sold in auction
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

ST. JOHN’S — The Catholic Church pres-
ence in St. John’s, Nfld., is set to shrink sig-
nificantly come autumn after at least four
parish communities had their churches sold
from underneath them to compensate Mount
Cashel abuse victims, with possibly more to
close.

The congregations of St. Patrick’s, St.
Francis of Assisi, St. Pius X and Mary, Queen
of Peace were informed recently that their
churches have been sold at auction to help
the Archdiocese of St. John’s compensate the
victims of abuse at the Mount Cashel Orphan-
age in the 1940s, ’50s and ’60s.

Eighteen of 34 St. John’s parishes were put
on the auction block June 2 as the archdio-
cese was forced into bankruptcy by a Su-
preme Court ruling that held the archdiocese
“vicariously liable” for claims of abuse at the
now-closed Mount Cashel Orphanage, oper-
ated by the Christian Brothers of Ireland. The
brothers went bankrupt and were unable to
compensate the more than 100 victims abused
by members of the Christian Brothers.

It was during a liturgical celebration late
last month where St. Pius celebrated its 60th
anniversary when pastor Father John Sullivan
delivered the difficult news to his flock.

“On Friday afternoon, we were told by the
Archbishop (Peter Hundt) that St. Pius Church
and (the former) St. Pius school has been
sold,” Fr. Sullivan, a Jesuit, said at the June
19 mass.

Unlike many of the parishes up for auction,
parishioners of St. Pius, St. Patrick’s and
Mary, Queen of Peace opted not to submit a
bid. St. Francis of Assisi did not respond when
The Catholic Register inquired if it mounted
an effort to save the church.

Father James Fleming, pastor of St.
Patrick’s, informed parishioners in a statement
on the parish website that the firm Ernst &
Young, appointed monitor in the archdiocese’s
restructuring, recommended acceptance of
bids for the church building, parking lot and
vacant land next to the rectory. No offers for
the rectory were deemed acceptable.

“While I am deeply saddened by this news,
I think our parish made the best decision we
could have made with the time, resources and
support we had available,” said Fr. Fleming.
“The Archbishop has requested a meeting with
our parish council and finance committee to
discuss the tender process results and plan
our way forward as a parish.

“If there is a note of encouragement here,
it may be that a difficult decision has been
made for us, and we can begin looking to-
gether towards the future.”

Ernst & Young’s recommendations on all
parishes will be subject to the approval of the

Newfoundland and Labrador Supreme Court
in the coming weeks. The archdiocese has
said it will not be commenting on any of the
sales until the court responds.

Fr. Sullivan revealed in his parish announce-
ment that he expects St. Pius and the other
churches will close by the end of the sum-
mer and “a movement will be required to one
of the identified parishes” still in operation.

The historic Basilica of St. John the Baptist
will be an option for these soon-to-be dis-
placed Catholics as the winning bid on the
basilica — jointly submitted by the Basilica
Heritage Foundation, St. Bonaventure College
and the St. Bon’s Forum Corporation — en-
sures it will continue operating as a house of
worship.

Fr. Sullivan said that there will likely be three
parishes operating in the Newfoundland and
Labrador capital at the end of the restructur-
ing process instead of the nine in operation
now. He offered a statement of comfort to
anyone feeling anxious about what lies ahead.

“We can be rest assured that there is no
jeopardy whatsoever with regard to you hav-

ing a place to gather in your Catholic Chris-
tian faith,” he said.

St. Teresa’s Parish in the Mundy Pond
neighbourhood of St. John’s is set to be one
of the parishes left standing as the parishion-
ers were informed their rebid was approved

by Ernst & Young — the first bid between
the churchgoers’ offer and an unknown com-
petitor was so close that the parties had a
chance to submit an amended proposal.

Meghan Keating, a longtime parishioner of
St. Teresa’s, said “that for me and so many
people, we were absolutely thrilled that the
bid was successful and had been approved.

“We heard that our bid attracted donation sup-
port from all across the country,” she said. “I
am so pleased that the bid was substantial be-
cause I know the (Mount Cashel) victims and
their families will receive that money, and it will
help them achieve a sense of reconciliation.”

Ms. Keating said St. Teresa’s is ready to
welcome new parishioners in the coming
months.

“I feel very sorry for the groups and par-
ishes that were unsuccessful in their bids or
facing closures. In lots of ways it is just a
building, but it many ways it is a specific com-
munity that has been built up. St. Teresa’s is
a very welcoming faith community. We’ll ab-
solutely be open to anyone who wants to join
us.”§

ST. JOHN’S — St. Pius X Church in St. John’s, Nfld., is one of four parishes that was
sold at auction. (Photo from St. Pius X Parish)
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — Preparations are well underway for Pope Francis’
historic pastoral visit to Canada which takes place July 24-29, 2022.
Stops include Edmonton, Quebec and Iqaluit.

After cancelling a trip to Africa scheduled earlier this month there
was concern that he may not make it to Canada. However, Neil
McCarthy, a spokesperson for the papal visit and the Archdiocese of
Toronto, told news outlets in June that great care is being taken to
ensure the pope has periods of rest so he can participate in all the
planned Canadian events.

According to papalvisit.ca, “the pope’s visit will provide a unique
opportunity for him, once again, to listen and dialogue with Indig-
enous Peoples, to express his heartfelt closeness, and to address the
impact of colonization and the participation of the Catholic Church in

the operation of residential schools
throughout Canada. The papal visit
will also provide an opportunity
for the shepherd of the world’s 1.2
billion Catholics to connect with
the Catholic community in
Canada.”

Unlike a typical state tour
this visit will be much more like a
pilgrimage, and the Holy Father has
prioritized key locations that are
important to Indigenous Peoples.

The pope arrives in Edmon-
ton on Monday, July 25, when he
will meet with Indigenous Peoples,
First Nations, Métis and Inuit at
the former Ermineskin Residential
School in Maskwascis, Alberta. As
one of the largest residential school
sites in Canada this stop is signifi-

cant, with Alberta being home to the largest number of former resi-
dential schools in Canada.

From there he will meet with Indigenous Peoples and members of
the parish community of Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples in
Edmonton. This is a National Indigenous church in downtown Ed-

monton that has recently been
restored after an accidental fire
and serves a diverse urban Indig-
enous community. Both of these
events are by invitation only, how-

More details unveiled for papal visit
ever these, and all events, are to be broadcast via livestream. (For
updates follow Papal Visit in Canada on Facebook, https://
www.facebook.com/papalvisitCanada).

The first public event of the Papal visit will be Holy Mass at Com-
monwealth Stadium in Edmonton, Alberta. This is to take place on
Tuesday, July 26 at 10:15 am Mountain Time, corresponding with
the Feast of St. Anne, grandmother of Jesus.

This event will accommodate 65,000 attendees, and tickets have
been released in blocks with the next (and final) block of tickets being
released on Monday, July 18, 2022, at 10:30 am (Mountain Time).

Visit www.papalvisit.ca/schedule/holy-mass-at-commonwealth-sta-
dium/ for more information. Faithful are being reminded that tickets
to this mass are free, and that tickets that are being offered for sale via
online resale sites may not be valid.

A second event takes place at the Lac Ste. Anne pilgrimage site in
Alberta with a Liturgy of the Word. Priority for this event has been
given to groups that traditionally travel to Lac Ste. Anne on pilgrimage
and seating inside the shrine area has been reserved largely for survi-
vors and Indigenous partners.

From there the Holy Father will travel to Quebec City on Wednes-
day, July 27, where he will visit with state officials at the Citadelle de
Québec (3:40pm EST). The public is welcome to attend a viewing
area on the Plains of Abraham where the Holy Father’s arrival (ap-
proximately 3pm) and his speech from La Citadelle (approximately
4:45pm) will be shown on large screens. A program of Indigenous
cultural expression will also take place on the plains from approxi-
mately 2pm – 7pm on the same day.

Holy Mass in Quebec City will take place at the National Shrine of
Ste. Anne de Beaupré on Thursday, July 28 at 10 am EST. This event
is open to the public with space for approximately 10,000-15,000
pilgrims both inside and outside the church, with priority for indoor
seating given to residential school survivors. While tickets for this
mass are now sold out, people can register to experience it from the
Plains of Abraham at www.papalvisit.ca/plains/ or online via livestream
(see Papal Visit Facebook page for details).

The Holy Father will then pray vespers with bishops, priests, dea-
cons, consecrated persons, seminarians and pastoral workers at an
invitation-only event at the Cathedral-Basilica of Notre-Dame de Québec
at 5:15 pm EST.

On Friday July 29, 2022, Pope Francis will have a private visit with the
members of the Society of Jesus at 9am EST followed by a meeting with
a delegation of Indigenous Peoples from Eastern Canada at 10:40 am
before making his way to Iqaluit, Nunavut [on Baffin Island].

He will begin with a private meting with former residential school
students at 4:15 pm EST, followed by a public community event in
Iqaluit hosted by Inuit at 5:00 pm EST. Following a farewell cer-

emony at 6:15 pm EST at Iqaluit
International Airport, which is not
open to the public but will be
livestreamed.

Pope Francis will then de-
part for Rome completing the Pa-
pal Visit to Canada.

Natasha Mazerolle is a cor-
respondent for The New Free-
man. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — The excitement was tan-
gible on the morning of July 8, 2022, as youth
from around the Diocese of Saint John
boarded a bus bound for Steubenville Atlantic
in the Archdiocese of Halifax for the first time
in two years. More than 40 young people from
around the diocese travelled with chaperones,
clergy and a group from the Archdiocese of
Moncton.

Steubenville Atlantic is an outreach of
Franciscan University and is one of 22 Catholic
high school youth conferences across North
America every summer. Through high-qual-
ity talks, dynamic worship, and authentic ex-
periences of the sacraments, the gospel is
witnessed and proclaimed to thousands of
youth every year. This year’s event in Halifax
was hosted at Dalhousie University and had
more than 250 participants registered.
The theme of this year’s conference was
Fearless, which is based on the scripture, “I
have told you this so that you might have peace

More than 40 youth travel to Halifax for Steubenville Atlantic
in me. In the world you will have trouble, but
take courage, I have conquered the world,”
John 16:33.

Keynote speakers including Sarah
Swafford, Chris Mueller, and Bob Lesnefsky
helped the young people discover how they
can live “fearless for Christ” in the world.

Daily mass, adoration and confession pro-
vided many opportunities for the youth to en-
counter Jesus in the Sacraments. Music was
provided by Steadfast Worship of Toronto
leading participants in moments of prayer and
communion with God.

Participants returned home from their
weekend tired but happy from their time spent
on retreat. Many comments from youth of
the diocese included words like ‘amazing’;
‘inspiring’ and ‘cool’.

“I really enjoyed meeting new people and
also strengthening my relationship with God
through the talks and the worship,” Maddy
Way shared.

“My favourite part was officially giving my
life over to Jesus,” said Brooke Johnson, “and
just letting him take control of it, instead of

trying to control it myself.”
Sabrina Ritter thought, “It was amazing

how many youth there were and how every-
one worked together to create everything.”

“I liked that we got to spend quality time
with friends and be closer to God,” Peter
Vienneau added.

“I enjoyed hanging out with friends and
bringing the community together, it was
cool,” said Ben Law.

Massimo Rocca said,“I definitely liked all
the speeches that were given, it was very in-
spiring.”

Dan Lagura, who was attending for the first
time and didn’t know what to expect, said
that “[Steubenville was] really massive. The
people were really nice, the band was great,
the merch [merchandise] was great. Overall,
I loved it very much.”

For Matthew Way Steubenville was, “a very
eye-opening experience.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

FORT McMURRAY — A Catholic priest
falsely accused of sexual assault on children
at an Alberta residential school will not get his
name returned to the school that bore his
legacy since it was founded in 1969.

Fort McMurray Catholic School Division
(FMCSD) and the Athabasca Tribal Council
(ATC) revealed in a joint statement that Fa-
ther J.A. Turcotte, O.M.I. was wrongly iden-
tified as a sexual abuser of children at Holy
Angels Residential School in Fort Chipewyan
during the 1960s. It led the school division to
in April rename the school named in his hon-
our to Our Lady of the Rivers.

The actual offender, according to the
FMCSD and ATC, was a religious brother
also named Turcotte.

ATC President Chief Allan Adam of the
Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation levelled
the first public sexual abuse allegation against
Fr. Turcotte at the Bring Our Children Home
Healing Rally on Canada Day 2021. This, and
other allegations, compelled an FMCSD in-
vestigation that led to the school’s renaming.

In the aftermath, additional survivors
emerged to reveal a case of mistaken identity
had occurred.

FCMSD chair Cathie Langmead thanked

ATC for its cooperation in ultimately getting
to the truth of this matter and offered apolo-
gies for this “regrettable event” and for the
“failure to ensure due diligence resulted in
unnecessary heartache within our Catholic
community.”

“We would like to thank Athabasca Tribal
Council, and in particular the citizens of Fort
Chipewyan, who recognized that Fr. Turcotte
was mistakenly identified, and is innocent of
previous allegations made against him,” said
Ms. Langmead. “As a board, we take full re-
sponsibility for hastily removing Fr. Turcotte’s
name from our downtown school. Our fail-
ure to ensure due diligence resulted in unnec-
essary heartache within our Catholic com-
munity and for this we apologize.”

Fr. Turcotte’s influence as a religious leader
was evident for many years in the Fort McMurray
region. He served as a priest in the community
from 1948-58 and 1963-74. He also aided many
Catholic missions throughout the northeastern
region of Alberta.

George McGuigan, superintendent of
FMCSD, expressed regret over the sully-
ing of Fr. Turcotte’s legacy.

“It is deeply regrettable that we have tar-
nished his great name, not only as a highly
respected priest in our community, but as
a foundational leader in the development of
Catholic education in this region,” said Mr.

Priest innocent of abuse still has name shamed
McGuigan. “It is through his insightful lead-
ership that we have developed into such a
strong Catholic education division. Our
board of trustees will work to ensure his
name will be fully restored and recognized.”

Reinstating Fr. Turcotte as the namesake
of the school will not be among the initia-
tives FCMSD is planning. Mr. Adam, in the
press statement, offers a clue why.

“The name Turcotte continues to be a deeply
traumatic trigger for survivors in our Indigenous
communities, and we need to respect that.” Mr.
Adam added that “we agree that work to cor-
rect the mistaken identity of Fr. Turcotte is nec-
essary and can take other forms that still respect
the impact on survivors.”

Father Ken Thorson, provincial superior of
OMI Lacombe Province, weighed in with a
written statement to The Catholic Register.

“While it is deeply regrettable when any in-
dividual is wrongly accused of sexual abuse,
we believe it is important for survivors and wit-
nesses to feel confident in being able to come
forward, and participate in due process. Through
continued transparency and cooperation between
survivors, government officials, religious con-
gregations and law enforcement, we are better
positioned to thoroughly investigate allegations
in a way that supports justice for survivors while
protecting due process for the accused,” said
Fr. Thorson.§
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(continued from page 9)
Coast in particular “have been living in our
secular, materialist, as well as recently more-
chilling left-wing culture for so long that we
have simply got into the habit of not speaking
our minds on any controversial issue if we
think it might offend someone,” he said.

Restricting our own views is a far more
serious problem than most imagine, said Mr.
Nation, citing John Stuart Mill. “Freedom of
opinion and freedom of expression are ‘nec-
essary for the mental wellbeing of mankind.’
Giving in to the chilling effect and self-cen-
soring is not just damaging to ourselves but
is undermining Western society as a whole.”

Catherine H, a Catholic public sector worker
whose name has been changed to protect her
identity, said in an interview that pressure to
conform to secular values takes many forms.
Her employer is now encouraging employees to
identify in their emails their favoured pronouns
(she/hers, him/his, they/their). So far she is re-
fusing and hasn’t spoken out against it.

“It’s not mandated, but there’s always the
fear, ‘What if I don’t?’” she said. “If that
should come down to a condition of employ-
ment, then that’s very troubling.”

She is hoping the fact her employment code
of conduct includes respect for religious free-
dom will mean her right to refuse to embrace
the “pronoun thing” will be respected.

The self-censorship issue arises at a time
when more Canadians believe religious and
conscience freedoms are being weakened than

believe they are becoming stronger.
In a recent public-opinion survey by the

Angus Reid Institute and the Ottawa-based
Cardus think tank, a third of Canadians say
they think freedom of conscience and reli-
gion is becoming weaker and only 25 per cent
believe it’s becoming stronger. At 66 per cent,
Evangelical Christians are most likely to say
freedoms are weakening, while Catholics’
views differ little from the national average.

Twenty-two per cent of Canadians believe
society does not make room for their per-
sonal faith or beliefs, while 31 per cent have
an opposing point of view. Again, Catholic
views are more in line with the national aver-
age, while Evangelical Christians feel most
shut out. (See graphs.)

Regardless of polling data, Christian Elia,
executive director of the Catholic Civil Rights
League, said in an interview that one of the
most common complaints his organization
receives is Catholics feeling they are not able
to express their beliefs and opinions in public.

“It’s one of the biggest things that the
Catholic Civil Rights League has to try to com-
bat against … the eradication of faith-based
opinions – decisions and opinions based on
faith – in the public square,” Mr. Elia said.

“Certainly our society tolerates dissenting
viewpoints, but less and less.” And when those
dissenting viewpoints are based on faith or
religion, the tolerance is even lower, he said.

He often hears from frustrated Catholics
who believe a form of totalitarianism is being

imposed on Canadians. “I prefer to use the
term ‘civic totalism,’ which is an expression
that encompasses the increasingly widespread
bowing down to the secular gods,” he said.
“It has the market cornered on majority opin-
ion, and resistance is undesirable and, in a
sense, futile.”

How should Catholics respond? “The solu-
tion really is to be more Catholic,” Mr. Elia said.
“Think about it. We are called to love our neigh-
bour and we’re also called to love our enemies.
We are called to reconcile faith and reason.”

While Catholics are called to live lives of
humility, that doesn’t mean being silent. “Quite
frankly, we have to remind people of the im-
mense good that we do,” said Mr. Elia. “What if
our hospitals and schools didn’t exist? Would
Canada be a better society? Of course not.”

Results of the “chilling-effect” study point
to another response: the need for more edu-
cation. The researchers found that the more
knowledgeable Christians are about their faith,
the more they don’t self-censor.

The report also concludes Catholics need
to get serious about the situation. Despite hav-
ing more members than any other denomina-
tion in the surveyed countries, the Catholic
Church has “fewer members properly trained
to deal with the chilling effect and self-cen-
sorship. One way to address this shortcom-
ing is to redouble efforts to make their con-
gregations more and better trained,” the re-
port recommends.

It also says there is an “urgent need to edu-
cate policymakers, public serv-
ants (including police), and
judges about religion to increase
their religious literacy” to coun-
ter intolerance. More research
and advocacy are also needed,
it says.
  Mr. Nation said the report’s
findings underline the impor-
tance of Catholic Voices’ Awake
from Woke presentations, which
help Catholics identify ways that
politically correct wokeness has
permeated popular culture.
  Next steps in the “Awake” proc-
ess are constructively supporting
Catholics in responding to woke
ideology and then helping them
improve their knowledge base and
communication skills.
  Only then will Catholics have
the confidence and ability “to
present the Church’s position in
the public square.” §

A ‘persecution engine’ is causing us to self-censor our faith: report
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By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis said he
plans to name two women to the committee
that helps him choose bishops for the world's
Latin-rite dioceses.

In an interview July 2 with the Reuters
news agency, the pope seemed to indicate the
women would be members, not consultants
or staff members, of the Dicastery for Bish-
ops, which currently has only cardinals and
bishops as members and five bishops and
two priests as consultants.

"Two women will be appointed for the
first time in the committee to elect bishops
in the Congregation for Bishops," Pope
Francis told Philip Pullella, the Reuters' Vati-
can correspondent.

"This way, things are opening up a bit,"
the pope said when asked about expanding
the role of women in church decision mak-
ing.

Reuters published the pope's remarks
about women's positions July 6.

Preparing nominations for the office of bish-
ops is a long, multistep process. For most
Latin-rite dioceses that are not in mission ter-
ritories, the process begins with bishops
submitting to their local archbishop the
names of priests they think would be good
bishops; once a year the bishops of the
province discuss the names submitted and
forward recommendations to the nuncio.

The nuncio studies the lists, investigates
further, solicits feedback from people who
know the candidate and forwards his rec-
ommendations to the Dicastery for Bish-
ops.

The prefect of the dicastery, currently
Canadian Cardinal Marc Ouellet, can make
recommendations directly to the pope about
transferring a bishop from one diocese to
another or to an archdiocese. But if the can-
didate is still a priest, the members of the
dicastery — currently 17 cardinals and six
bishops — must review the dossiers and vote
on the names to recommend to the pope. Al-
though many of the members do not live in
Rome, they usually meet twice a month on
Thursdays to deliberate.

The prefect presents the nominations to the
pope, who makes the final decision.

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin of Newark, New
Jersey, who has been a member of the
dicastery since March 2021, told Catholic
News Service, "The dicastery serves the
church by assisting the discernment of the

Women's voices: pope says he'll add women to Dicastery for Bishops
Holy Father regarding the appointment of
bishops. I would welcome the presence of
women and other laity who could enrich sig-
nificantly that discernment."

"As a member of the Council for the
Economy, a body of the Roman Curia that
includes eight cardinals and seven non-or-
dained people — six of whom are women —
I can testify that the faith, experience and ex-
pertise of the lay members are real gifts to the
governance of the church," Cardinal Tobin
said.

Pope Francis did not give Reuters the names
of the women he intends to name to the
dicastery, nor did he say when they would be
announced.

The pope's new apostolic constitution on
the Roman Curia said, "The dicastery deals
with all matters concerning the appointment
of diocesan and titular bishops, apostolic
administrators and, in general, the provi-
sion of the particular churches. It does so
by considering the proposals presented by
the particular churches, the episcopal con-
ferences and the papal representations, and
after having consulted the executive offic-
ers of the respective episcopal conference
and the metropolitan (archbishop)."

"In appropriate ways, it also engages in
this process the members of the people of
God of the dioceses in question," the docu-
ment added.

While the constitution opened almost all
roles in the Roman Curia to lay men and
women, it also reserved a special place for
cardinals as the members of dicasteries.

"The members of curial institutions are
appointed from among the cardinals living
in Rome or outside the city, to whom are
added some bishops, especially diocesan or
eparchial ones, insofar as they have expertise
in the particular matters involved," it said. "De-
pending on the nature of the dicastery, priests,
deacons, those in institutes of consecrated
life and societies of apostolic life and lay faithful
may also be appointed members."

"I am open to giving (women) an opportu-
nity" to lead Vatican offices, the pope told
Reuters. "There is now a woman deputy gov-
ernor" of Vatican City State, Sister Raffaella
Petrini, a member of the Franciscan Sisters
of the Eucharist, whom he appointed in No-
vember.

"As heads of dicasteries," the pope contin-
ued, it is possible that women could lead the
Dicastery for Laity, the Family and Life, the
Dicastery for Culture and Education or the
Vatican Library, "which is almost a dicastery."

Coincidently, Cardinal Kevin J. Farrell, pre-
fect of the Dicastery for Laity, the Family
and Life, told the Jesuit-run America Maga-
zine in late June, "I believe I could be the last
cleric in charge of this dicastery."

While the current secretary of the dicastery
is a priest, the two undersecretaries are
women: Linda Ghisoni, who heads the sec-
tion for laity; and Gabriella Gambino, who
heads the section for family and life.

Other female leaders at the Vatican include:
Salesian Sister Alessandra Smerilli, secretary
of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Hu-
man Development; Barbara Jatta, director
of the Vatican Museums; Xavière Mission-
ary Sister Nathalie Becquart, undersecre-
tary of the Synod of Bishops; Sister Car-
men Ros Nortes, a member of the Sisters
of Our Lady of Consolation, who serves
as an undersecretary at the Dicastery for
Institutes of Consecrated Life and Socie-
ties of Apostolic Life; Natasa Govekar, di-
rector of the theological-pastoral department
of the Dicastery for Communication; and
Cristiane Murray, vice director of the Vati-
can press office.§
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Obituaries

LeBLANC, JUDITH ANN — Surrounded by her loving family, the
passing of Judith Ann LeBlanc, occurred on Wednesday, June 29,
2022, at the Saint John Regional Hospital.

Born in Saint John, on January 10, 1953, she was the daughter of
the late Douglas and Gloria (Norwood) King.

Judy is survived by her children; Shelley Roy (Brian) of Quispamsis,
Stephen Melvin (Janelle) of Quispamsis, , siblings; Carl King (Christine)
of Saint John, Brenda Dever (Michael) of Rothesay, and Cathy Mott
of Rothesay, brothers and sisters in law; Patricia Bradley (Freddie),
Theresa Parks-LeBlanc (Terry), Laurie LeBlanc (Jacinthe), Edwin
LeBlanc (Rosemarie), Anne  Marie (2022) (Jerome) and Donna Davey
(Michael), grandchildren #teamnan; Emily and Ava Roy, Elliot and
Quinn Melvin, many special friends; Barb, Andy, Debbie, Pop, and
Jo-Ann, as well as many special nieces and nephews.

Besides her parents, Judy is predeceased by her loving husband
Wayne LeBlanc, her Knight in Shining Armour.

She rested at Kennebecasis Community Funeral Home, Quispamsis.
A Mass of Christian Burial took place at St. Mark’s Catholic Church,
Quispamsis. Interment at Ocean View Memorial Gardens, Saint John.

McGOWAN, MARY STELLA — The family of Mary Stella
McGowan announces her holy and peaceful entry into eternity on
Thursday, June 30, 2022 at the Saint John Regional Hospital. Born in
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, on May 3, 1930, she was the
daughter of the late Lester and Eva (Buote) Nickerson, and wife of
the late Dennis Frederick McGowan.

Mary Stella McGowan is survived by her sons, Rev. Dr. Michael
McGowan of Fredericton and Brian (Karen Hussey) of Dieppe, and
her daughters Karen (Peter) Wedge and Sandra McGowan, both of
Saint John, six grandsons, Matthew and Mitchell McGowan, Peter
Michael, Mark, and Sean Wedge, and Michael Voutour, three grand-
daughters, Sarah McGowan, and Megan and Melissa Voutour, her
great-grandchildren, and her dear sisters, Shirley (the late Bill) Moore,
Marjorie (the late Ken Connell and the late Richard Marsten), Helen
Bonner, and Barbara (Bruce) Munroe, as well as several nephews,
nieces, and cousins.

She was predeceased by her husband, parents, and a brother who
died in infancy, Donald Charles Nickerson.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral Home, Saint John. A Funeral Mass was held at St. Pius X Church
(Holy Redeemer Parish), Saint John. Interment  in the family plot at
St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.

MARTIN, RUTH NORMA — It is with broken hearts that the fam-
ily of Ruth Norma Martin (Green) announces her sudden passing
which occurred on Friday, July 1, 2022, at the Saint John Regional
Hospital. Born in Dieppe, NB on October 6, 1938, she was a daughter
of the late Azor and Alfreda (Leblanc) Green.

Ruth is survived by her loving husband of 58 years, Hugh Martin;
daughters, Deborah (Lee) Chapman, Jennifer (Dale) Moore; son, Chris
(Candace) Martin; brothers, William (Lydia) Green, Dennis (Violet)
Green, Ivan Green; sister, Pauline Leblanc (The late Bernard); sisters-
in-law, Jackie Saulnier, Lita Green; grandchildren, Emily, Kimberly,
Tyler, Jacob, Katrina, Sarah; great-grandchildren, Bently and Ember;
as well as several nieces, nephews, and extended family members. In
addition to her parents, Ruth was predeceased by her brothers, Jerry,
Laurie, David; sisters, Jeannine, Anne, and Stella.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral Home, Saint John. A Funeral Liturgy was held from the Brenan’s
Chapel, Saint John.

DOBBELSTEYN, ALLISON E. — It is with great sadness that we
announce the passing of Allison E. Dobbelsteyn, which occurred on
Friday, July 1, 2022, at Ridgewood Veteran’s Wing. Born in Saint
John on April 28, 1934, he was a son of the late Nicholas and Mary
(Frauley) Dobbelsteyn.

Allison is survived by his loving wife, Barbara (Bowes) and his
brother, Henry Dobbelsteyn; as well as several nieces, and nephews.
In addition to his parents, he was predeceased by his brothers, Nicholas,
Joseph, Raymond, Gerald and infant brother, Arthur.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral Home, Saint John. A Funeral Mass was held at St. Pius X Church
(Holy Redeemer Parish), Saint John.

DOYLE, STEPHEN GERARD — It is with heavy hearts that the
family of Stephen Gerard (Jerry) Doyle announces his passing at
the Saint John Regional Hospital, Palliative Care Unit, on Friday,
July 1, 2022, with family by his side. Jerry was born on March
21, 1931, in Saint John, NB to the late Leo and Josephine (Viger)
Doyle.

Jerry will be dearly missed by his family, children; Linda Doyle,
Josselyn Doyle (Jeff Thompson), Jean Roy (Paul), and Carolyn
Wright (Tony), daughter in law Kim Doyle, sisters in  law; Marilyn
Edgecombe (Percy), Roseann Melanson (George) and Kathy
McLellan (Darrell), Rhoda Williams, 9 grandchildren; Jason LeBlanc
(Shawna), Stephanie Donovan (Thomas), Stephen Hamm
(Ashley), Michael Roy (Tasha), Jeffery Roy (Lindsay), Matthew
Wright, Alyson Wright (Kyle), Scott Doyle (Sarah), and Sean Doyle
(Olivia), great grandchildren; Victoria, Emma, Evan, Andrew,
Adrian, Isabella, Emylia, Levi, Ivy, Bristol, Beau, and expected
baby Leo, great -great grandchildren; James and Mary, and many
nieces and nephews.

In addition to his parents Jerry is predeceased by his wife Jean
Dorothy (Williams) Doyle; children, Norman and Stephen Doyle;
brothers, Frank and George; sister; Lorraine (Nin); brother-in-
law Robert Williams.

Arrangements were under the care of Castle Funeral Home, ,
Saint John, NB. A Mass of Christian Burial was held at St. Rose of
Lima Catholic Church (Holy Spirit Parish). Interment followed in
Holy Cross Cemetery, Saint John.
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Shrine Sunday 2022

Sunday eco-spirituality walkabouts to take place in September
By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — Since June of
2021, Ken Walker, a parishioner
at St. Michael the Archangel Par-
ish in Miramichi, has been in-
volved in presenting publicly on
what he terms Eco-Spirituality: a
need for people to return to a bet-
ter understanding of our connec-
tion to the natural world, and a

path to do so.
Through a series of eleven

YouTube videos, which con-
cluded in November, he dis-
cussed how science and spiritu-
ality are linked, how to under-
stand the concept of sacred, and
make an attempt to broaden that
understanding to include a greater
reverence for one another, and the
earth we share.

This September, in association
with Friends of Beaubears Island,
he’ll be conducting Eco-Spirit
walkabouts on Beaubears Island,
every Sunday, from 1 - 3pm.

The walkabouts are centred
around understanding the dynam-
ics of the environment, as it is
created, sustained, and changed
by the ecology of the flora and
fauna, and encountering the pres-
ence of God moving through
creation.

The upcoming walks are the

result of an outing led by Mr.
Walker in September, 2021. Par-
ticipants said that they felt a very
close bond to nature, and were
challenged to experience some-
thing at one within the scientific
world, and beyond it. Friends of
Beaubears Island Executive Direc-
tor, Niki Breau Kavanaugh, was also
very moved by Mr. Walker’s re-
flections, and was pleased with the
response the event received from
the community.

In this initiative Mr. Walker was
very inspired by Christ’s own
teachings. “To awaken his fol-
lowers to the experience of God’s
Presence, Jesus started out by
inviting the disciples to look
around them at the familiar ob-
jects they saw every day,” he
explained.

“He [Jesus] spoke of birds,
flowers, little children, bread,
water, sunrise and sunset that

opened and closed the daily lives of
those who listened to him: nothing
new, nothing unusual—everything
appears too ordinary. What Jesus
did was to change their perspec-
tive, to see the world around them
in a radically new way. In a sense,
he brought them to their knees be-
fore the whole of creation. He
taught them, to recognize the re-
flections of the Divine in Creation,”
Mr. Walker explained.

Mr. Walker was also motivated
by the witness of St. Francis of
Assisi, as someone who saw God
reflected in nature. “When ex-
tremely ill, St. Francis of Assisi
opened the Gospel of Matthew
and read the words of Jesus about
the flowers and the birds. He was
inspired to respond uncondition-
ally to this message. He made the
decision to live as a flower in the
field or a bird in the air — in to-
tal, radical dependence upon
God’s Love. St. Francis consid-
ered creation as the mirror of
God, in that the presence of the
Creator could be encountered
through creation — for those
with ‘eyes to see and ears to
hear’,” Mr. Walker said.

The guided walks are open to all
ages, but those who participate
must be able to walk at least 2 kilo-
metres on open trails, through a
forest.

Mr. Walker extends a special in-
vitation to young people, both in
view of their role as future stew-
ards of this common earthly home,
and with awareness of how impor-
tant it is that they perceive the Di-
vine within the world about us.

The cost of the experience is $10,
and prior registration is required.
Please call the Beaubears Island In-
terpretive Centre at 506-622-8526,
email info@ beaubearsisland.ca, or
visit the Ile Beaubears Island Inter-
pretive Centre Facebook page, to
register.

Shawn McCarthy is the
Miramichi Region correspondent
for The New Freeman. He can be
reached at cletus_1773
@hotmail.com.§

Ken Walker

SKIFF LAKE —  The 99th

Annual Pilgrimage to  St. Francis
of Assisi Shrine at Upper Skiff
Lake will take place on August 14,
2022.

 The chapel will open for prayer at
10 am with an open-air mass at 11 am. 

Attendees may bring a bag lunch
or a canteen will be open for hot
dogs and soft drinks.

The afternoon will start with the
Holy Rosary at 1 pm followed by
the Sacrament of Healing at 2 pm. 
All are welcome to join in this
Spiritual Journey. §


